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Meat  production  in  the  principal  livestock  countries  of  the  world, 
exclusive  of  the  Far  Sast,  is  estiai&.ted  "by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricul- 
tural Helations  at  a'bout,  73,5  Mllion  poimdc  during  1951-     This  is  "believed 
to  "be  a  new  record  high  and  exceed-s  the  193^38  average  b.v  almost  8  percent. 
The  increase  in  meat  production  in  I95I  as  coispared  to  195^  ^^is  due  to  a 
7  percent  increase  in  the  output  of  pork  which  more  than  offset  slight 
declines  in  the  production  of  "beef  and  lainb  and  icutton. 

MEAT  l/s    Summarj'  of  v;orld  production,  1951»  vrith  conparisons 
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11/  Carcass  meat — excludes  offal,  lard,  rahbit  and  poultry  rasat.  2/  Includes 
United  States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  Cuba,  Fot  strictly  comparable' with  pre- 
war, due  to  territorial  changes,  U/  Prewar  territory.  5/  Estimates  included 
in  the  total,  6/  Includes  Sgyot,  Turlcej-,  Iraq  and  Iran,*"  jj  Revised.  S/  Total 
includes  Ul  countries,  which  in  193^'  produced  66.1  billion  pounds  of  meat  out 
of  an  estima,ted  total  7O  billion  pouxids  for  bf  countries,  excluding  China. 


fhe  upx^ard  trend  in  meat  production  reflected  the  general  increase  in 
livestock  nombers  in  most  countries.    The  strong  demand  for  meat  with 
consequently  favorable  prices  during  the  past  few  years  encouraged  live- 
stock producers  to  expand  "breeding  and  feeding  programs.    The  increased  hog 
numbers  have  resulted  in  considerably  higher  pork  production.  Increased 
cattle  and  sheep  numbers  have  not  resulted  in  Increased  output  of  beef  and 
lamb  and  mutton  due  to  the  holding  back  from  slaughter  of  cattle  and  sheep 
in  some  countries  because  of  the  desire  to  build  up  breeding  herds  and 
because  of  high  wool  prices.    In  other  countries,  especially  Argentine, 
Mexico  and  Australia,  beef  production  has  been  hindered  by  prolonged  drought. 

Because  of  the  larger  livestock  populations  in  most  countries  the 
outlook  appears  favorable  for  continued  high  levels  of  meat  production  in 
1952. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
,  production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics,    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.  S. 
Foreign  Service  reports. 
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